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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 
 
I take this opportunity to present before you some verses of the Holy 
Quran about world peace, harmony, brotherhood, mutual respect, 
understanding and mutual co-operation among different religions, 
communities and nations. 

I am Imam of the Jama Masjid in Leh. Together with Rev. 
Konchok Phanday, a great scholar of Buddhism, we have undertaken 
the task of translating the Holy Quran into simple Ladakhi language. 
We are translating selected verses of the Holy Quran because the 
noble task is very laborious. It needs a lot of time and effort. We 
cannot give our full time for the project. We need your moral support. 

Before presenting a selection of verses of the Holy Quran 
regarding universal peace, universal brotherhood, love, understanding, 
mutual co-existence and co-operation, I would like to say a few words 
about the Holy Quran itself. Muslims hold the Holy Quran in great 
reverence. They do not consider it to be merely a book of wise 
sayings, moral teachings, and social laws to be put into practice 
whenever convenient. Rather, they take it as the word of Allah and a 
Divine Revelation from beginning to end, both in word and meaning, 
which is fully secured from change and alteration. Muslims touch it 
only when they are clean, read it after making ablution (an Islamic 
terminology for washing hands, mouth, nose and feet before praying 
and reciting the Holy Quran) and keep it respectfully in a high place.  
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The first verses of the Quran which were revealed to the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace be upon Him) are: 

Read: ‘In the name of your Lord (Allah=Almighty God) who created (the 
universe), Created man from a clot. 3. Read: And your Lord is the most 
Bounteous. 4. Who taught by the pen. 5. Taught man that which he knew not 
(Sura Al-Alaq 96 part 30). 

 The last verse which was revealed to Holy Prophet, the last 
messenger of Allah, is: 

This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed My favour unto 
you and have chosen for you as Al-Islam (Sura Al-Maidah 4, verse No 3). 

The Prophet was unlettered, and did not receive any kind of formal 
education, but at the age of 40 he was appointed as a Prophet of Allah. 
Allah, the Omnipotent, the Omnipresent, the Omniscient, taught him 
through Gabriel the whole Quran in 23 years. He learnt it by heart.  

The Holy Quran discusses: 1) the Oneness of Allah; 2) Salah 
(prayer); 3) Zakah (alms to the poor); 4) Sawm (fasting); 5) the Hajj 
(pilgrimage to Mecca); 6) Universal Brotherhood; 7) the Value of 
Love; 8) Dignity of Labour; 9) Acquiring Knowledge; 10) Business; 
11) Agriculture; 12) Refining Morality and Self-discipline; 13) Basis 
of Character-building; 14) Qualities of a Noble Man; 15) Noble 
Manners of a Righteous Person; 16) Malice (hatred); 17) Sharing 
Other Men’s Suffering is Man’s Chief Excellence; 18) Man’s 
Ultimate Responsibility etc.  

The Quran teaches that the qualities and attributes of Allah 
include: knowledge, mercy, appreciation, administrative ability, 
forgiveness, benevolence, justice, love, grandeur, beauty, and power 
to protect and punish. The Prophet Muhammad (Blessings and Peace 
be on Him) taught mankind to acquire Allah’s attributes (“Adorn 
yourself with the qualities of Allah, Al Hadis!”). The Quran says: 

Oh mankind! Lo, we have created you male and female. And have made you 
nations and tribes that you may know one another. Lo, the noblest of you, in the 
sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo, Allah is knower, Aware (Al-hujurat 
Suru 49, verse 13). 
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The Quran also states: 
Oh mankind! Be careful of your duty to your Lord who created you from a 
single Soul (Adam) and from it created its mate (wife, Eve) and from them 
twain had spread abroad a multitude of men and women. Be careful of your 
duty towards Allah in whom you claim (your rights) of one another and towards 
the wombs (that bore you). Lo, Allah had been a watcher over you. (An-Nisa -
Women verse No 1). 

The Quran further stressed that: 
The disturbance is worse than killing. Lo, the guilty are immortal in hell’s 
torment. It is not relaxed for them, and they despair therein. We wronged them 
not, but they it was who did wrong (Al-zukhruf 43, verses 74, 75, 76). 

And: 
Oh you who believe! Be staunch in justice, witnesses for Allah, even though it 
be against yourselves or (your) parents or (your) kindred, whether (the case be 
of) a rich man or a poor man, for Allah is nearer unto both (than you are). So 
follow not passion lest you lapse or fall away. Lo! Allah is ever informed of 
where you go (An-nisa 4, verse 135). 

The Quran emphasises justice: 
And let not your hatred of a folk who (once) stopped your going to inviolable 
place of Worship seduce you to transgress; but help one another unto 
righteousness and pious duty and help not one another unto sin and trans-
gression, but keep your duty to Allah. Lo, Allah is severe in punishment. 

The Quran stresses fear of Allah. The Lord of all says: “Fear them not, 
fear me” (Al-Maidah. IV, No 3). The Quran says: 

Will they not rather turn unto Allah and forgiveness of Him? For Allah is 
Forgiving, Merciful. Lo, those who believe, and those who are Jews, Sabaeans 
and Christians. Whosoever believed in Allah and the Last Day and do right, 
there shall not fear come upon them, neither shall they grieve (Sura Al-Maidah 
5, verse No 69). 

The Quran respects all the True Messengers of Allah from Adam 
(Peace be upon Him) onwards. The Quran dignifies Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, John, Zakariya, Moses, Christ or 
Messiah son of Mary (Blessings and Peace upon Them). Similarly, it 
honours the old scriptures, namely the book revealed to Abraham, the 
Old Testament (Torah), David’s Psalms and the Gospel (New Testa-
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ment) etc. However, the Islamic World relies solely on the Holy 
Quran, and acts accordingly. It depends on the Holy Quran and the 
teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Blessings and Peace be 
Upon Him). From the golden age of the Holy Prophet till now, the 
Muslim Ummah deems the Quran unchanged and secured by 
Almighty Allah. The Islamic World considers other scriptures to have 
been changed by human hands. Therefore, they would agree only with 
those parts of the Holy Scriptures which are not against the Quran and 
the teaching of the Last Prophet. 

To sum up, I would like to say that the teachings of the Holy 
Quran and the teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Blessings 
and Peace upon Him) will surely bring peace, universal brotherhood, 
mutual love and understanding, mutual friendship among different 
nations, communities, languages, cultures and remove hatred and 
misunderstanding. 

Modern technological advancement has reduced distance and 
turned the present world into a home whose residents have to live 
together like family members in spite of differences in their comm-
unal, social and religious backgrounds. It is absolutely necessary for 
co-existence, an accepted norm of the civilised world of today, that 
mutual relationship among people should be based on co-operation, 
trust, respect and goodwill. In order to achieve this end, people must 
make honest and sincere efforts to know, understand, and respect the 
traits, cultures and beliefs of one another. It is a common respons-
ibility of the leaders of all communities to address this problem, but 
not enough effort has been made in this regard. 

It is, therefore, the first and foremost requirement for peaceful 
co-existence, and for joining hands for noble causes such as serving 
the motherland and humanity, that the followers of different religions 
must acquire necessary knowledge about one another. If such a 
relationship is not developed, the energy of all communities, which is 
a national and international asset, will be wasted. The Holy Quran, the 
teachings of the prophet Muhammad (Blessings and Peace be upon 
Him), and the Ladakhi translation of both will play a great role in this 
direction.  
 
 


